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History: Uranium claims in Finland 1955 -

• over 600 uranium claims, one mine 
in Eno, Paukkajanvaara 1958-61

• most of them: Helsinki 
surroundings, North Karelia, 
Kuusamo, Western Lapland

• Atomivoima, amateurs, business 
mens, Imatran Voima, Outokumpu 
Oy, GTK

• State organization: Geological 
Survey of Finland (GTK). 
Systematic ore survey since 1885

• geologically well known country



Uranium claims and reservations 2007

• In North and East Finland, 
and here are not all

• Plans in Southern Finland 
rejected

• Uranium mines are not 
possible in inhabited 
areas.

• In peripheries it do not 
matter

• mainly junior exploring 
companies, only Areva is 
dreaming own mine



Situation in North Karelia 10.11.2007

Cogema / Areva 16 km2

claim. (Complaints in Highest 
Court, land-owners and 
Regional Environment Center)

Claim applications 100 km2

Eno and Kontiolahti
(Agricola Plc, Karelian
Resource Services Oy, 
Mawson Energi AB, Namura 
Finland Oy)

Plans in Joensuu and Eno



The origins of the Movement 
against uranium mining in North 

Karelia

• The movement born 3.3.2006
• Close contact with The Finnish Association for Nature 

Conservation
• Cogema / Areva claim application was first
• No information, uncertainty about future, lack on 

knowledge, ”What happens?”
• Spontaneous local activity rises in Eno and 

Kontiolahti counties
• Local Nature Conservation Societies came with
• Informal wider organisation:”Movement against uranium 

mining in North Karelia”.



Why we are against uranium mines

• uranium mine maybe brings some jobs, but 
same time it takes them of and blocks new 
work. Bioenegy will give thousand new jobs for 
example in North Karelia.

• Increasing use of energy will destroy world
• tourism and other nature based business are 

important in Finland and those are possible only 
in clean nature

• in whole world is lack of clean water. We have 
big resources of clear groundwater in Finland. 
Why to spoil these.

• It has said that we have moral duty to allow 
uranium mines, because we use nuclear power. 
We say, that it is moral duty to oppose nuclear 
power, so environments all over the world will 
survive.



Why we are against exploring uranium

• We live on or beside uranium, and we have knew that
• Claim reservation–claim–mine –process is long, uncertainty for years, 

reverse Lotto.
• It doesn't help us, that is said:”It is not sure at al, that uranium is found. 

And Areva says to us: “We believe there is big mass.” 
• It doesn't help us, that is said:”Uranium mine is just normal mine.” 

Examples all over the word shows other side.
• We ask politicians:”Why business of mining and exploration companies 

are more important than life environments of Finnish people.
• If uranium mine will come, we had to migrate



Principles of action

• everybody is welcome to plan activities 
and everybody is needed in work

• movement is politically neutral, people of 
every political parties are working together

• we are looking for critical knowledge
• we are working together with local 

environment authorities, counties and 
politicians

• discussion contact also with mining and 
exploring companies

• we don’t plan to quit. This process takes 
maybe 20-30 years



Everyday action

• http://uraatieto.tormunet.fi
• e-mail lists, Uranium News
• meetings, trips to nature
• public events were 

specialists speaks
• media
• arts and culture





Art, culture and economy

5 €                                               20€



One Uranium Devil


